THE CONGREGATION OF THE INDEX, ON COPERNICUS.     91
"Omnino prohibendum atque damnandum," because "os-tendere conatur prsefatam doctrinam... .consonam esse veri-tati et non adversari Sacrae Scripturse."4'
Works which teach the false doctrine of the earth's motion are to be corrected; those which declare the doctrine conformable to Scripture are to be utterly prohibited.
In a "Monitum ad Nicolai Copernici lectorem, ej usque emendatio, permissio, et correctio," dated 1620 without the month or day, permission is given to reprint the work of Copernicus with certain alterations; and, by implication, to read existing copies after correction in writing. In the preamble the author is called nobilis astrologus; not a compliment to his birth, which was humble, but to his fame. The suspension was because:
"Sacrse Scripturse, ej usque vera et Catholicae interpre-tationi repugnantia (quod in homine Christiano minime tolerandum) non per hypothesin tractare, sed ut verissima adstruere non dubitat!"5
And the corrections relate:
"Locis in quibus non ex hypothesi, sed asserendo de situ et rnotu Terrae disputat."6
That is, the earth's motion may be an hypothesis for elucidation of the heavenly motions, but must not be asserted as a fact.
(In Pref. circa finem.) "Copernicus. Si fortasse erunt juaraio'Aoyoi, qui cum omnium Mathematum ignari sint, tamen de illis judicium sibi summunt, propter aliquem locum scripture, male ad suum propositum detortum, ausi fuerint meum
*"To be wholly prohibited and condemned," because "it seeks to show that the aforesaid doctrine is consonant with truth and is not opposed to the Holy Scriptures."
5 "As repugnant to the Holy Scriptures and to its true and Catholic interpretation (which in a Christian man cannot be tolerated in the least), he does not hesitate to treat (of his subject) 'by hypothesis,' but he even adds las most true'I"
e"To the places in which he discusses not by hypothesis but by making assertions concerning the position and motion of the earth."